Gay Straight Alliance seeks to revalue gay awareness at Lafayette

By CArTLYN KELLEHER

L;Ll';l].'t'ltl"s unfriendl-
iness towards gays
has long since passed
from top ten lists to cam-
pus legend. But with the
lack of a consistent gay-
AWAreness group, some
about the cur-
rent status of that ani-

wonder

Mosity.

N"‘."(.l .I.I'ILI]'!idu}'. [IIL'
LGay-Straight Alliance will
propose a change in
identity to student gov-
eroment, renaming itself
QUEST, Questioning Es-
tablished Sexual Taboos.

Following a semester
of Inacuvily, nexit week
marks the
for the

L.ast semester,

second name
~1I:1I|_z;:' group in
I'wo vears.
LSA did not mamntain a budget
or hold group events.

Student

mixed, although quiet

has been
Most stu-

response

dents interviewed requesied ano-
nymity before addressing the 13-

sue. These students acknowl-
edged that there are cold feelings
towards gavs at Lafavette, but
guestioned the uselulness of a
student group.

Most students €|3||LI'IL to said
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Although the Gay-Straight Alliance planned to propose the new litle QUEST on
Wednesday, the move was posiponed a week because of a death in one of the
members’ family.

that homosexuality is generally
not discussed on campus. Some
said they believe that it is not dis-
cussed because the student body
is closed-minded.

Chantel Pasquarello "02, fel

the opposite. “I used to
think that the campus was
closed minded, but I re-
alized that people jusi
don’t discuss the issue,”
she said, She hopes that
the group will be able to
apen up discussions,
Other students believe
that the lack of discussion
i3 because of the fact that
sexual orientation 15 not
a typic al ln]:'n' for discus-
sion. These comments
were almost always guali-
fied with a statement that
there was nothing wrong
with homosexuality,
Students spoken to feli
that QUEST [GSA],asa
specialized group, will
only cater to a small per-
centage of the student
bady,

Beth Rosseaun 01,
the students behind
GSA's

posal,

one of
Upcoming pro-
agreed with the
need for a specialized group, but
focus

also said the group’s new

includes educating the campus
I'he group 1s designed to TREU -
port people that are homosexual

comntisued on I|I'-.-145 4
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QUEST looks to find identity at Lafayette
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Although not yet recognized by student
govermmment, QUEST operated a table in
Farinon this week under their new name.

contintied from prage |
and bisexual and
those pcoplc with
issues, and to be
there for those
people who don't
understand the
reasoning or is-
suc,” she said.

It was a lack of
stucent intecrest
that caused GSA
to become inac-
tive this past se-
mester, said Brian
Want ‘00, former
club president. “I
think that on a
college campus
there arc rises
and falls of inter-
est,” he said.

James Krivoski,

dean of students, echocd Want's
sentiment. “Sometimes things
happen and the lcadership
changes. 'I'he rcason they come
and go is no! rclated to the
goals,” said Krivoski. When
asked if the campus was ho-
mophobic. Krivoski said, “Tthink
thatit is difficult 1o characterize
an entire student body.”

*Truly homophobic people are
in the minority but the majority
of people don’t speak out about
it,” said Wanu.

Some have made attempts to
ring attention to campus homo-
sexuality. “{An] incrcase diversity
and awarcness on this campus is
a positive,” said George Beres'00,
former student government presi-
dent.

Perhaps signalling student
government's then attitude about

the nced of such an organization.
Beres made numerous requests to
The Lafayette (o run a story ahout
the then- defunct GSA. “T1is dif-
licult 10 establish such a group,
but fit] nceded a boost.” he said.

Anonymously, most students
said a group of this type is not
going 1o make a difference.
“Pcople aren't going to change
unless they want to,” said one sw-
dent.

ness group?
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Do you think Lafayette needs a homosexual aware-
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